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Klontz Money Script Inventory-Revised (KMSI-R) 
 

Please indicate how strongly you agree with the following statements using the following scale: 
 

1 = strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = disagree a little, 4 = agree a little, 5 = agree, and 6 = strongly agree 
 

Use the scoring system below to determine how closely you identify with certain money scripts. 

 
 
 
 

1 
Strongly 
disagree 

2 
Disagree 

3 
Disagree 

a little 

4 
Agree 
a little 

5 
Agree 

6 
Strongly 
agree 

1. I do not deserve a lot of money when others 
have less than me. 

      

2. Rich people are greedy.       

3. People get rich by taking advantage of others.       

4. I do not deserve money.       

5. Good people should not care about money.       

6. It is hard to be rich and be a good person.       

7. The less money you have, the better life is.       

8. Money corrupts people.       

9. Being rich means you no longer fit in with old 
friends and family. 

      

10. Things would get better if I had more money.       

11. More money will make you happier.       

12. It is hard to be poor and happy.       

13. You can never have enough money.       

14. Money is power.       

15. Money would solve all my problems.       

16. Money buys freedom.       

17. Most poor people do not deserve to have 
money. 

      

18. You can have love or money, but not both.       

19. I will not buy something unless it is new (e.g., 
car, house). 

      

20. Poor people are lazy.       

21. Money is what gives life meaning.       

22. Your self-worth equals your net worth.       

23. If something is not considered the "best," it is 
not worth buying. 

      

24. People are only as successful as the amount of 
money they earn. 

      

25. You should not tell others how much money you 
have or make. 

      

26. It is wrong to ask others how much money they 
have or make. 

      

27. Money should be saved not spent.       

28. It is important to save for a rainy day.       

29. People should work for their money and not be 
given financial handouts. 

      
 

30. I would be a nervous wreck if I did not have 
money saved for an emergency. 

      

31. You should always look for the best deal before 
buying something, even if it takes more time. 

      

32. It is extravagant to spend money on oneself.       
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Scoring Procedures 
Please place the point value on the line next to the corresponding item below. Add the points in each column to obtain your total. 

 

Money Avoidance  Money Worship  Money Status  Money Vigilance  

1  10  17  25  

2  11  18  26  

3  12  19  27  

4  13  20  28  

5  14  21  29  

6  15  22  30  

7  16  23  31  

8  

TOTAL 

24  32  

9  

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 

 

Scale Interpretation 

Money Avoidance 
 
9-18 =  Your response style suggests that you do not have a problem with money avoidance 
 
19-27 = Your response style suggests that you exhibit one or more symptoms of money avoidance 
 
28-36 = Your response style suggests indicate that you are at-risk of developing money avoidance 
 
37-54 = Your response style is similar to a person who suffers from money avoidance  

 

Money Worship 
 
7-14 =  Your response style suggests that you do not have a problem with money worship. 
 
15-30 = Your response style suggests that you exhibit one or more symptoms of money worship. 
 
31-38 = Your response style suggests indicate that you are at-risk of developing money worship. 
 
39-49 = Your response style is similar to a person who suffers from money worship. 

 

Money Status 
 
8-16 =  Your response style suggests that you do not have a problem with money status beliefs. 
 
17-24 = Your response style suggests that you exhibit one or more symptoms of money status beliefs.  
 
25-32 = Your response style suggests indicate that you are at-risk of developing a money status belief.  
 
33-48 = Your response style is similar to a person who suffers from money status beliefs.  

 

Money Vigilance 
  
8-16 =  Your response style suggests that you do not have a problem with money vigilance. 
 
17-24 = Your response style suggests that you exhibit one or more symptoms of money vigilance. 
 
25-32 = Your response style suggests indicate that you are at-risk of developing a money vigilance. 
 
33-48 = Your response style is similar to a person who suffers from money vigilance. 


